Seeing is Believing
Theme
We, like Thomas, sometimes have to see to believe.
Object
A dollar bill and two paper clips
Scripture: Then Jesus told him, "Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who have
not seen and yet have believed." John 20:29
Music Connection:
“Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee”
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kX5zbJswRo8&list=PLpwjExiLZ46arCSbiGlEcaylkSIqqIy5U&index=16
“There is Power” https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ru9I8CCjs8U
Video Connection:
ShareFaith Kids: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l8JX3QgK_iw
Lesson
OK, first I am going to take this dollar bill and fold it into thirds. Next, I will take one paper clip and clip the
top section of the dollar to the middle section. Now I will take the other paper clip and clip the bottom section to
the middle section. Finally, I will slowly pull on the two ends of the dollar bill. Watch what happens.
Wow! That is really cool, isn't it? The two paper clips are connected! Now that you have seen it, do you believe
it? Sometimes we must see something before we believe it, don't we?
On the evening of the first Sunday after Jesus had been crucified, his disciples were together in a locked room.
They were afraid that those who had crucified Jesus would also want to put them to death. Suddenly, Jesus
appeared there in the locked room with the disciples. It was hard to believe, but they saw him and Jesus
showed them his wounds in his hands and his side, so they knew it was him.
One of the disciples, whose name was Thomas, was not with the others when Jesus appeared to them. When
they told Thomas that they had seen Jesus, he did not believe them. He had seen him crucified and buried,
how could he be alive? Thomas said, "Unless I see the wound in his side and put my finger in the holes where
the nails were in his hands, I will not believe it!"
A week later, the disciples were in the locked room again and this time Thomas was with them. Again, Jesus
came and stood among the disciples. Jesus, said to Thomas, "Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out
your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe."
Thomas fell on his knees and answered Jesus, "My Lord and my God!"
Jesus said to him, "Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who have not seen and
yet have believed."
You and I have never seen Jesus with our own eyes. The question is, will we be a doubter, or will we be one of
those who Jesus said were blessed because they believe, even though they have not seen?
Pray: Dear Father, help us to believe in our heart the truths we find in your Holy Word, even though we have
not seen them with our eyes. In Jesus' name we pray. Amen.
Instructions for performing the linking paper clips magic trick: (MS Word) (PDF)
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