
Baby Moses by the River 
 

Theme God's care and protection 

Scripture- Exodus 1:8-2:10 

Object Several baby items (bottle, blanket, sleeper, pacifier, etc) 

Video Connection:https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vf-4x4iefQE 

Songs- “Jesus Loves the Little Children” https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cg6W76q6a2E 

                “My God is Powerful” https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y1MDCwirYoQ 
                “Million Reasons” https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ox1WEl84LSg 

Lesson  
Before you begin, explain that you will be talking about a baby in your lesson. Instruct kids that when they hear 
the word “baby” to silently freeze doing something a baby would do. Invite kids to be creative and freeze in a 
different baby pose each time they hear the word.  

Show and explain the different baby items to care for a baby.  

Good parents will do everything they can to keep their baby (Pause.) safe. Our Bible lesson today is about a 
little boy baby (Pause.) who was born in a very dangerous time.  

There was a new King in Egypt who saw that the Israelites were very strong, and they were growing in 
number. The King in Egypt was afraid that the Israelites were going to take over his country. So he issued a 
command to all of his people: "Take every newborn Hebrew boy and throw him into the Nile River, but let the 
girls live." 

During this time, a woman had a boy baby (Pause.). When she saw what a fine, handsome baby (Pause.) he 
was, she hid him for three months. 

As the baby (Pause.) got older, she couldn't hide him any longer, so she made a basket of tall grass and 
covered it all over with tar to make it watertight. Then she put the baby (Pause.) in the basket and hid it in the 
tall grass at the edge of the river. The baby's (Pause.) sister stood some distance away to watch and see what 
would happen to him. 

A little later, the king's daughter came down to the river to bathe. Suddenly she noticed the basket in the tall 
grass. The princess looked in the basket and saw a baby (Pause.). He was crying, and she felt sorry for him. 
"This is one of the Hebrew babies," (Pause.) she said. 

The baby's (Pause.) sister asked her, "Shall I go and call a Hebrew woman to nurse the baby (Pause.) for 
you?" 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vf-4x4iefQE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cg6W76q6a2E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y1MDCwirYoQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ox1WEl84LSg


"Please do," she answered. So the girl went and brought the baby's (Pause.) own mother. The princess told 
the woman, "Take this baby (Pause.) and nurse him for me, and I will pay you." So the mother took him home. 

Later, when the child was old enough, the mother took the boy and gave him to the king's daughter, who 
adopted him as her own son. The king’s daughter said to herself, "I pulled him out of the water, and so I name 
him Moses." 

What an amazing story of two mothers who loved their child and God’s protection and care. Moses grew to be 
one of the greatest leaders the people of Israel has ever known. And it all started with a little baby (Pause.) 
hidden in the tall bushes down by the river. 

Pray Dear God, just as the mother of Moses watched over her son and protected him, You love and care for 
Your children. We thank You for Your love and protection. In Jesus' name we pray, amen. 

Group Activities 
MOSES LESSON: In all of the games today that use dolls, make sure to call the dolls, "MOSES." 
 
BABY RELAY: Divide children into teams and run relays to a small tub of water with a small baby doll in it. 
Each team player will take the baby out of the water, dry off with a little washcloth or small towel, wrap baby in 
a blanket and place doll baby back in the water for the next player and run back to the team to tap the next 
classmate to run the same relay. 
 
PJ RELAY: The children will divide into teams and run a relay to put the doll's pajamas on the baby as quickly 
as possible, run the baby doll back to the next team member, who will run to the table and take the pajamas 
OFF the doll and lay the doll and pj's back on the table and run back to the next player who will run to the table 
and quickly put the pj's back ON the doll baby. Continue until all the children have had either put the pj's ON or 
OFF the doll baby. 
 
BASKET WEAVING: Give children thin strips of colored construction paper and let them weave the strips of 
paper over and under the other strips of paper to form a woven mat. Tape the edges to keep the strips in place 
and then curve the outside of the woven basket and tape or staple a small handle to the sides to keep the form 
of a basket. Children can cut out a round circle to be a baby's head, and tape a small piece of material to the 
bottom of the circle as a blanket to be placed in their woven basket, to represent Moses. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Scripture Exodus 1:8-2:10 

8 Now a new king came to power in Egypt who didn’t know Joseph. 9 He said to his people, “The Israelite people are 
now larger in number and stronger than we are. 10 Come on, let’s be smart and deal with them. Otherwise, they will 
only grow in number. And if war breaks out, they will join our enemies, fight against us, and then escape from the 
land.” 11 As a result, the Egyptians put foremen of forced work gangs over the Israelites to harass them with hard 
work. They had to build storage cities named Pithom and Rameses for Pharaoh. 12 But the more they were 
oppressed, the more they grew and spread, so much so that the Egyptians started to look at the Israelites with 
disgust and dread. 13 So the Egyptians enslaved the Israelites. 14 They made their lives miserable with hard labor, 
making mortar and bricks, doing field work, and by forcing them to do all kinds of other cruel work. 

15 The king of Egypt spoke to two Hebrew midwives named Shiphrah and Puah: 16 “When you are helping the 
Hebrew women give birth and you see the baby being born, if it’s a boy, kill him. But if it’s a girl, you can let her live.” 
17 Now the two midwives respected God so they didn’t obey the Egyptian king’s order. Instead, they let the baby 
boys live. 

18 So the king of Egypt called the two midwives and said to them, “Why are you doing this? Why are you letting the 
baby boys live?” 

19 The two midwives said to Pharaoh, “Because Hebrew women aren’t like Egyptian women. They’re much stronger 
and give birth before any midwives can get to them.” 20 So God treated the midwives well, and the people kept on 
multiplying and became very strong. 21 And because the midwives respected God, God gave them households of 
their own. 

22 Then Pharaoh gave an order to all his people: “Throw every baby boy born to the Hebrews into the Nile River, but 
you can let all the girls live.” 

Moses’ birth 

2 Now a man from Levi’s household married a Levite woman. 2 The woman became pregnant and gave birth to a 
son. She saw that the baby was healthy and beautiful, so she hid him for three months. 3 When she couldn’t hide 
him any longer, she took a reed basket and sealed it up with black tar. She put the child in the basket and set the 
basket among the reeds at the riverbank. 4 The baby’s older sister stood watch nearby to see what would happen to 
him. 

5 Pharaoh’s daughter came down to bathe in the river, while her women servants walked along beside the river. She 
saw the basket among the reeds, and she sent one of her servants to bring it to her. 6 When she opened it, she saw 
the child. The boy was crying, and she felt sorry for him. She said, “This must be one of the Hebrews’ children.” 

7 Then the baby’s sister said to Pharaoh’s daughter, “Would you like me to go and find one of the Hebrew women to 
nurse the child for you?” 

8 Pharaoh’s daughter agreed, “Yes, do that.” So the girl went and called the child’s mother. 9 Pharaoh’s daughter 
said to her, “Take this child and nurse it for me, and I’ll pay you for your work.” So the woman took the child and 
nursed it. 10 After the child had grown up, she brought him back to Pharaoh’s daughter, who adopted him as her 
son. She named him Moses, “because,” she said, “I pulled him out[a] of the water.” 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus%201%3A8-2%3A10&version=CEB#fen-CEB-1565a


 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



             But when she could hide him no longer, she got a papyrus basket for him and  
            coated it with tar and pitch. Then she placed the child in it and put it among the  
                                         reeds along the bank of the Nile.
                                           EXODUS 2:3

MOSES IS BORN
(EXODUS 2:1-10)


